
 

The Southeastern 
Weaver 

   July 2018— Vol. 3 Newsletter of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 

    The 31st convention logo was designed by SE 

WELCA Board member, Linda Few, a member of St. 

Mark Lutheran Church in East Point, Georgia. Ac-

cording to Linda, the design was created to visualize 

this year’s theme “Women in Action - Answering the 

Call” using the connectedness, strength, and witness 

of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA. 

      In the logo, the figures represent the efforts of the 

women of this church body and what we can accom-

plish together and working in harmony with each 

other. “We see throughout the Church what can hap-

pen when women truly work together,” said Linda. 

      Linda Few has served as the Audio-Visual Coor-

dinator for the Southeastern Synod Assembly for 
eight years and for the women’s convention for the 

past six years. She also serves as Worship and Media 
specialist at St. Mark designing and producing wor-

ship media each week for Sunday service as well as 
working as Parish Administrator at Emmanuel Lu-

theran Church. She has had a varied career in pub-
lishing, production, and promotion working as a writ-

er and producer for over 30 years. 

     The 31st Annual SE WELCA convention keynote 

speaker, the Reverend Dr. Kathryn Love is a true 

“woman in action.” Called out of retirement three 

times, Dr. Love has served two years as Interim Pas-

tor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Frederiksted, 

St. Croix, Virgin Islands. She also served the Carib-

bean Synod as Assistant to the Bishop for the district 

which includes St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix in 

the U.S. Virgin Islands, and one English-speaking 

church in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

     In August 2015, Dr. Love returned to serve as part

-time interim pastor for Martin Luther Lutheran 

Church Mobile, Alabama, as well as St. Paul’s Lu-

theran Church in the same city. Dr. Love proudly 

mentors a TEEM student who attends Pacific Theo-

logical Seminary in Berkeley, California, who years 

ago, was a confirmation student with Dr. Love.  

     Throughout her ministerial career, Dr, Love has 

always been a bridge builder who seeks spiritual re-

newal and discipleship, offering messages of evange-

lism and prayer while bridging the gap between the 

church and its community. As the Assistant Director 

for Evangelism and Director of Prayer and Renewal,                 

Dr. Love at Churchwide in Chicago, led the process 

of igniting revival in the ELCA by organizing its first 

revivalist network.                     (continued on page 2)    
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Keynote  

Speaker: 
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Kathryn Love  
By: Linda Few 
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Ponderings of  

the President 

     The synodical board, along with the convention 
chair, Sissy Gifford, and the women of Cluster 9, 
have been busy planning a great convention at the 
beautiful Lakepoint State Park in Eufaula, Alabama.   
     Our theme for the convention is Women in Ac-

tion…Answering the Call. We have lots of activities 

that incorporate the theme.  There will be 2 sessions 

for workshops; training for cluster leaders or treasur-

ers; shopping opportunities at Katie’s Table, and 

much more!  We will also have several ministry ex-

hibitors from around the synod as well as those of the 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA. 

     Laura Krueger from Avondale Arizona will be our 

Churchwide Representative.  Our keynote speaker 

will be Pastor Kathryn Love from Mobile, Alabama 

and Bishop Gordy will be with us to give a Synod 

Update on Saturday.  Barbara Schwanebeck will 

serve as our registrar and Jennie Mae Smith as parlia-

mentarian.  Pastor Beverly Brown Shaw will be our 

chaplain for the weekend and our Music Director is 

Dana Lee Smith. Connie Walker from Our Savior in 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee will lead our Bible Study on 

Saturday morning.   

     We will have two worship services, Friday even-

ing and Sunday morning, where your regular offer-

ings will be collected.  On Saturday morning we will 

be collecting monies for our Love Offering to benefit 

ELCA Disaster Relief.  Our In-Kind Gathering of 

Gifts for Wiregrass Children’s Home in Dothan will 

be collected on Saturday afternoon.  Please bring $10 

gift cards for WalMart as well as individually 

wrapped snacks and large boxes of cereal for the 

kids.  

     I hope you have already registered but if not re-
member that registration fees go up after July 15 so 
send them in to Barbara as soon as possible.  RE-
MEMBER…you must make your room or cottage 
reservations for Lakepoint State Park online at 
www.alapark.com or by calling 800-544-5253.  

USE GROUP CODE 4322.   

See you in September! 

Keynote                             (continued from page 1) 

     Dr. Love is the mother of three young men and 
holds a Master of Divinity degree from Chicago The-

ological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry Degree 
from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.         

By 

Louise 

Iconis 

Meet CWO 

REP: 

Laura   

Krueger 

     By Marjery Kellar 

     We are looking forward to welcoming Laura 

Krueger as our churchwide representative at this 

year’s convention. 

     Laura Krueger was elected to the executive board 

of Women of the ELCA in July 2017. She serves as 

parliamentarian and on the budget and finance com-

mittee. 

     Laura has been actively involved in Women of the 

ELCA since its beginnings in 1987, serving on a 

transition team to help congregational units with the 

merger of three Lutheran denominations. She served 

in various positions for her congregational units in 

Upstate New York (7D) and in the Grand Canyon 

synod. Laura has served on conference committees 

and synodical boards in both synods. Before being 

elected to the executive board, she served two terms 

as president of Grand Canyon Synod Synodical 

Women’s Organization (2D).  

     A resident of Avondale, Arizona, Laura is a mem-

ber of Alleluia Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 

She has served as Christian education director at Al-

leluia and Zion Lutheran, New Hartford, New York. 

Laura leads children’s sermons regularly and has led 

adult forum and Bible study series. Laura currently 

sings in the choir, serves as worship cantor, and leads 

Alleluia’s Mission Team, which is focusing on a 

community Diaper Closet housed in the church.   

     Born in Germany as the daughter of an Army of-

ficer, Laura grew up and went to college in North 

Carolina, lived in Upstate New York for many years 

and now lives in the Southwest. She began her career 
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in business, and found her passion in education. She 

works as director of admissions and records at a local 

community college. She has been involved in the 

New York State Parent-Teachers Association, church 

council, athletic booster clubs and served in various 

roles in congregational units and on synodical boards, 

including convention chairperson. 

     Laura is married to Jim, who is a retired electrical 

engineer. They have three grown sons David and 

twins Jon and Chris. They have two grandchildren, 

Avery and Grayson, who live in North Carolina.   

     Laura enjoys spending time with friends and fami-

ly, reading and crocheting. Her most recent crochet 

projects include making small Amigurumi animals 

(Japanese of art of knitting or crocheting) that are 

used in the NICU units at the local hospital to help 

newborns remember the scents of their moms.  

Convention  

Chaplain: 

Pastor  

Beverly Brown 

Shaw 
     By Louise Iconis 

     Pastor Beverly Brown Shaw is Associate Pastor at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Atlanta, GA.  She was 

born and educated in Atlanta, GA. Born into a faith 

filled home, Pastor Beverly is the oldest of four chil-

dren. After receiving her primary and secondary edu-

cation from Atlanta Public Schools, she graduated 

from Spelman College and Georgia State University. 

     While raising a family, Pastor Beverly worked 

with the underserved community of Fulton and DeK-

alb counties as a Registered Nurse, and as a Regis-

tered Diagnostic Medical Sonographer at Grady.  

While there, she was appointed a clinical associate 

for the Emory School of Medicine. Upon leaving 

Grady, she started a small business that provided so-

nographic testing to doctors’ offices in north Georgia. 

     Pastor Beverly has been a long-time member of 

WELCA, serving from the congregational unit to the 

synodical board. She is the mother of two and the 

grandmother of three.  She is passionate about her 

family and the church and its mission. But her great-

est passion is her desire that all people should know 

the love of God, through Christ Jesus. 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

Our Love Offering Recipient 

By Deborah Covin Wilson 

     We are a church that is a catalyst, convener and 

bridge builder. Lutheran Disaster Response collabo-

rates with other disaster response organizations and 

religious entities in the United States and around the 

world. This enables the greatest stewardship of re-

sources and maximum impact of response. We are a 

welcome partner because we respect the perspectives 

and strengths of others.  

     Lutheran Disaster Response would not exist if it 

were not for the thousands, if not millions, of people 

who make an impact by getting involved. Whether 

efforts are financial support, volunteering or helping 

to prepare communities for disasters, lives and liveli-

hoods are improved. 

     Women of the ELCA make a difference with fi-

nancial support.  We know you will give generously 

to our 2018 Love Offering.  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To mobilize women to act boldly 

on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Lutheran World 

Relief Quilt & Kit 

Ministry Update 

By 

Janice 

Hawkins 

 DO SEND SHIPPING money donations to our 
WELCA treasurer and she will forward as one 
donation to the Lutheran World Relief shipping 
fund. 

 Post pictures on the Southeastern Synod Women 
of the ELCA’s Facebook page of “Women in Ac-
tion” building kits, packing boxes, and loading 
the truck!    Are you Ready? 

     This year’s LWR Quilt & Kit collection dates in 
the Southeastern Synod are August 24 & 25, 2018.  
Take a look at the collection site list included in this 
Weaver and plan to have your items packed, 
weighed, and labeled in time to drop them at a site in 
August.  Some places, times, and contact information 
have changed so check out your location to be sure 
you are prepared.  Also included in this Weaver is a 
Church Reporting Form which needs to be filled out 
when dropping off your items. 
     Remember-there will NOT be a truck at the con-
vention so make plans now to complete your Quilts 
& Kits and deliver them to a site near you! 
     Here are some handy tips to remember when 
packing your Quilts and Kits: 
 Pack your kits securely-tuck items in and tie up 

Personal Care Kits tight, tie the strings on the 
School Kit bags, securely pin Baby Care Kits.  
Refer to the videos on the LWR website for spe-
cific packing instructions.  Your kits need to ar-
rive to those who need them in one piece. 

 Label your boxes (refer to Reporting Form).  If 
you are using tracking labels DO NOT MARK 
THROUGH any information.  The church name, 
type of item, and quantity are embedded in the 
barcode which LWR scans when the box arrives 
at the warehouse. 

 Tape your boxes securely – Averitt Trucking 
consolidates the load into other trucks to save 
shipping cost.  We want to be sure our donations 
remain in the boxes when they do this. 

 Be sure your boxes do not weigh more than 40 
lbs.  If you can’t lift it repack it! 

 Soap-only 3 or 4 oz bath size bars please!  Do-
nate your hotel size bars to Days for Girls. 

 Put only one type of kit, quilts or fleece-tied blan-
kets in each box.  Do not combine different types 
of kits or quilts in the same box. 

 Do not add any unrequested items to kits or leave 
out any of the items listed. 

 Do not use plastic or paper bags inside kits or to 
pack items. 

 Do not donate items or use fabric with religious 
or military symbols.   

 Do not include any notes or your organization’s 
name in the kits. 

Convention Scholarships 
By Louise Iconis 

 

     If you need help with your registration fees for the 
convention we have six $100 scholarships available.  
There are also five $100 scholarships for young wom-

en (14-35).  
     I have established a scholar-
ship in memory of my mother, 
Caroline Gammell who intro-
duced me to women of the 
ELCA many years ago.  She 
paid for me to attend my very 
first convention in 1992 and I 
look forward to helping some-
one who otherwise might not 
be able to come to the conven-
tion. 

     We have also established an 
annual scholarship for young 
women in memory of Whitney 
Hill, daughter of Kathy Hill, 
our newsletter editor and for-
mer board member and sister 
of our parliamentarian and for-
mer board member, Jennie Mae 
Smith.  Whitney joined Kathy 
and attended her first conven-
tion in 2006 in Norman Park, 
GA.  In 2009 Jennie Mae re-
ceived a young woman scholar-
ship and joined her mom and sister in Savannah, GA.  
Amanda was in Savannah Saturday and joined them 
for part of the day. It was very special for Kathy to 
have all three of her girls at a convention at least for 
part of the event.  
     Please contact me for an application at 

louise@iconis.com or 
404-769-8253. The 
scholarships are award-
ed on a first-come, first-
served basis so don’t 
delay!   

mailto:louise@iconis.com
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31st Annual Convention 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 

September 14-16, 2018 

Lakepoint State Park, Eufaula, AL 

Name__________________________________________ Name for badge____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________State ___________Zip ________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________________ Phone _______________________Cluster # _____ 

Congregation __________________________________________City ____________________________State ______ 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY (Submit ONE FORM for each person registering) 

Voting Member____  Participant ____  Young Woman ____  Exhibitor ____  Spouse ____  Board _____ Guest_____ 

REGISTRATION FEES – Includes 5 meals and convention expenses (Please circle the amount enclosed)      

Received by Registrar                                                                    7/15/2017                                  8/15/2017                     

Voting Member/ Participant                          $195                          $215 

Young Woman (35 or younger)                                       $100              $120        

Exhibitor for __________________________________        $100              $120 

Spouse (please submit a separate registration form)        $175              $195  

Banquet ONLY                                        $40                           $50     

CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations prior to August 15 will receive a full refund minus a 25% processing fee.  
There will be no refund of registration fees for cancellations received on or after August 15.  

 
Reservations for Lakepoint State Park can be made online at www.alapark.com or by calling 800-544-5253. 

USE GROUP CODE 4322.  One night deposit is required when making reservations. See information sheet for 
rates. 

 
______ I am a first time attendee  

 ______ I need a handicap accessible room 

 ______ I plan to sing in the convention choir 

 ______ I will help with Registration - Thur. evening ____ Fri. am ____  Fri. afternoon ____  Sat. am _____ 

 ______ Please specify food allergies and health restrictions _______________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to SES WELCA.  If you would like to pay by credit card go to the store on our website  

at www.seswelca.com.  The $12 service charge is already included in the posted fees.  Please send your completed 

registration form and a check for the correct amount or a copy of your credit card receipt to our registrar Barbara 

Schwanebeck, 277 Mossy Way NW, Kennesaw, GA 30152. The cutoff date for registration is August 15, 2017.   

If you have any problems or questions, contact Barbara at 770-427-7808 or Barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com 

http://www.seswelca.com
mailto:Barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
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Katie’s Table at Lakepoint  
Resort State Park ! 

Each year at our SES Women of the ELCA 
convention we have a “Katie’s Table”.  We sell items 
to raise money for Katie’s Fund.  We all know that 
Katie (Katharina von Bora Luther) was Martin Lu-
ther’ wife, but do we all know what Katie’s Fund is 
and where the money goes? 

Katie’s Fund provides a link between current 
and future generations.  Gifts to “Katie's Fund” go 
to the endowment, generating interest each year to 
support ministry.  Each year, only the interest on the 
investment goes toward ministries and projects in 
three key areas: leadership development, global shar
-ing, and living theology.  Meanwhile, the endowment 
principle continues to grow for generations to come.  
"Katie's Fund Current," supports current ministry 
projects. 
For more information visit:  http://
www.womenoftheelca.org/katie-s-fund-pages-
115.php  

     This year at our convention we will bring back the 
ever popular costume jewelry sale!!  So go through 
your jewelry and pick out some items that you have-
n’t worn in a long time and donate them to Katie’s 
Table!  Bring your donations to Katie’s Table in the 
main meeting room as soon as you arrive.  We will 
not accept donations after the end of Saturday 
morning’s first plenary session.   All items will sell 
for $1 – that’s not a misprint – one dollar!!  So bring 
your dollar bills (we can’t guarantee we will have 
any change ;-) and have fun shopping for your treas-
ures at Katie’s Table.  We will also have some other 
gift items for sale including exclusive Lutheran 
Chick items and the ever popular Lucinda pins.  

      We are also going to have a Silent Auction fea-
turing CRAFTS!  All proceeds will benefit Katie’s 

Fund.  We would like to have handmade items made 
by WELCA women (or someone in their family) to 
offer up for bidding.  So get those creative juices 
flowing and make something to bring along to donate 
to the Silent Auction.  It can be anything from a beau-
tiful afghan, to a quilted wall hanging, to a gift bas-
ket.  As long as someone’s made it, we will take it! 
     There is a form included in your convention pack-
et to bring along with your Silent Auction item.  This 
will have a spot to fill out with a description of your 
item, who made or donated it, and the starting bid 
amount.  You can also email me ahead of time at 
jchawkin@bellsouth.net and I will bring the form to 
the convention to display with your item. 
     The Ladies from Cluster 8 are asked to volunteer 
to manage the sales at Katie’s Table this year and this 
information will be sent out as soon as the agenda is 
finalized.   We appreciate your support! 

By 

Janice 

Hawkins 

Katie’s Table 

2018 

DEADLINE 

Register for the 2018 Convention 

by July 15 to save $20 on  

your registration.  Final deadline  

to register is August 15, 2018. See page 

5 for a registration form. 

 
     We will be offering five workshops at the conven-
tion this year. Each workshop will be offered twice – 
at 11:35 a.m. and 1:35 p.m. 
     Laura Krueger, our Churchwide Representative, 
will lead the Women of the ELCA’s workshop enti-
tled “Listening for God’s Call” which will help you 
discern what God is calling you to do and how to an-
swer the call. 
     Roxanne Thompson of the Southeastern Synod 
Advocacy Council will be discussing how God uses 
us, through service and advocacy, to restore and rec-
oncile our world.  Tracy Luster-Welch will conduct a 
craft workshop (a small fee might be collected for 
materials). 
     Pastor Trina Petersen will lead a workshop called 
“Irresistible” which talks about how carrying around 
our hurts and fears can keep us from doing what God 
has planned for us and Dr. Santha Jetty will show us 
how to create a “Sacred Space” where we can listen 
for God’s call. 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/katie-s-fund-pages-115.php
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/katie-s-fund-pages-115.php
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/katie-s-fund-pages-115.php
mailto:jchawkin@bellsouth.net


 The Southeastern Weaver                                                                                           July 2018—Page 7 

 

   There will be a collection point at con-

vention for small bars of soap, size 12 

girls panties, flannel material, 100% 

cotton material, wash cloths preferably 

not white and gallon freezer ziplock 

bags.  The supplies will be taken to St. 

Paul Lutheran Church in Maryville, TN 

where the ladies there are sewing up a 

storm. 

Ronald  

McDonald  

House Charities 

By  

Beth 

Drane 

     McDonald House Charities® of Alabama is able 
to keep families together and near to the medical care 
their child needs through three major programs: the 
Ronald McDonald House® in Birmingham, two 
Ronald McDonald Family Rooms and the Happy 
Wheels Cart.    

     Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Alabama started the 
Pop Tab Recycling Program in 
2001 when they teamed up 
with Brother’s Recycling. A 
representative from Brother’s 
comes to the House to pick up 
the tabs to recycle them and 
Brother’s pays them the going 

rate per pound of aluminum. These funds are used to 
fund operations at the House, for things like utility 
bills and supplies for the House that the families 
need. 
     The Birmingham RMH currently raises an aver-
age of $15,000 a year from the recycling of pop 
tabs! Their goal is $20,000 a year and with your par-
ticipation they will once again meet their goal!  
 
Please remember to bring your aluminum pop 
tabs to the convention and don’t forget to check 
them with a magnet. If the magnet repels the tab 
it is aluminum. This year they will be taken to the 
Ronald McDonald House in Birmingham, AL. 

By  

Peggy 

Bowker 

Notes from the 

Cluster Liaison  

     All Cluster Meetings were held this year in March 
and April.  From the reports I have received, it seems 
like it was a terrific year for "Women in Action—
Answering the Call."  Most evaluations were very 
positive.   
     I want to thank all who were involved in the plan-
ning, and all who attended.  Even though we were not 
able to fill all the positions on the Cluster Leadership, 
I am praying that women will step up and "Answer 
the Call." 
     Cluster Meetings have not been scheduled for 
Clusters 1 - Ebenezer, 2 - Good N.E.W.S., 3 - Trinity, 
4 - Magi, and 8 - The King.  When your leaders get 
together to set the date, please let the Cluster Liaison, 
Peggy Bowker, know the date.  Also we have open-
ings for Recorder for Good N.E.W.S. and Trinity, and 
Member at Large for Gulf Coast.  When these have 
been selected, please let me know also.   
     We have had some problems with completing the 
Annual Cluster Meeting Report.  I intend to go over 
the form during the Training at the Convention.  All 
cluster leaders should plan on attending this year's 
Annual Convention to be held in Eufaula, Alabama, 
September 14-16, 2018. 

For the 2018 In-Kind Gathering 

of Gifts at our convention we will 

be collecting $10.00 gift cards 

from Wal-Mart and individual-

ly wrapped snacks or large 

boxes of breakfast cereal for 

the kids at Wiregrass Children's 

Home. 

Give to a good cause 
with a few clicks of your 
mouse with Greater 
Good. You can help fund 

free mammograms as well as donate to other causes 
with the click of your mouse at 
www.greatergood.com. Visit daily, it’s fast, it’s free, 
and it really makes a difference. 

http://www.brothersrecycling.com/
http://www.greatergood.com/
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Renew and Refresh Trinity Cluster 

Spring Women’s Retreat 

by Linda Few 

     The 4th Annual Trinity Spring Women’s Retreat 
was held April 6-8 at Lutheranch in Tallapoosa, 
Georgia  in the new McKanna-Sandrock Retreat 
Center. The weekend was filled with good food, fun 
and fellowship.  
     The “Renew and Refresh” weekend was kick-
offed with a fun meet-and-greet with ice-breakers led 
by  Charlotte Light from Lutheran Church of the 
Atonement in Atlanta, Georgia, followed by a great 
dinner. After dinner, there was a screening of the 
movie, “Risen” enjoyed with wine and popcorn, and 
then a Reel Parables movie Bible study led by Linda 
Few from St. Mark Lutheran Church in East Point, 
Georgia.  

     Saturday morning began with breakfast and then 
an informative and mellowing workshop on Health 
and Wholeness led by Harolyn Light from  Lutheran 
Church of the Atonement. The instruction included 
tips on using  meditation and personal relaxation to 
de-stress the body and the soul.  After lunch, Pastor 
Beverly Shaw, Associate Pastor at St. John’s Luther-
an Church in Atlanta, led a beautiful, moving (yes, 
there was some crying going on!)  and joyous mid-
day worship service, which ended in all the wor-
shipers (and center staff) processing around the cen-
ter, singing praises to God.  
     Sandra Wills from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 
Atlanta, led the photography session where everyone 
got their great pictures of the group in the beautiful 
retreat center. We also watched a few Christian co-
medians that had us all laughing aloud. To get every-
one up and exercising,  Hollis Williams from Em-
manuel Lutheran Church, led a hour of foot-

stomping, “slide and vine to the right” line dancing. 
The women picked up a lot of new dance moves.  
     The evening ended with rousing games of “Family 
Feud” and “Jeopardy” followed by another wine and 
popcorn movie screening of  “Wonder Woman” with 
the Bible study following.  
     Everyone enjoyed the weekend and plans are al-
ready underway for 2019 to include more sister 
churches and another cluster that wants to join in the 
WELCA Women fun! 

Women of the ELCA Sunday at Lutheran 

Church of the Atonement. 

The Nominating Committee is searching for 

ladies who are Women in Action that 

will answer the call to serve on the board 

of Southeastern Synod Women of the 

ELCA. We need ladies with different gifts 

and backgrounds to join us in our mission 

to mobilize women to act boldly on their 

faith in Jesus Christ. At this year’s conven-

tion we will be electing a president, 

treasurer, and three board members. 

Please prayerfully consider serving 

our organization in one of these posi-

tions. 

Nomination forms are available at 
www.seswelca.com 
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CLUSTER 9 GULF COAST  SPRING  MEETING 

Thelma and Louise                          

Where have you been? 

Worship with Pastor Love—

Keynote Speaker at our convention. 
Youngest  

participants  
Sissy Gifford rallying 

the ladies of the host 

cluster for convention 

CLUSTER 7 DIASPORA SPRING MEETING 

CLUSTER 6 AGAPE SPRING MEETING 

CLUSTER 4 MAGI SPRING MEETING 
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2018-2019 CLUSTER LEADERS 

Thank you ladies for your willingness to serve our organization as cluster leaders!!! 
LEGEND:  C – Coordinator   R – Recorder      M - Member-at-Large   NEWLY elected in red 
Cluster 1 - Ebeneezer 

C Marty Hendrix 
martyhendrix1972@gmail.com 

341 Early Street, Springfield, GA 
31329 

914-754-4860 

R Lynn Hollenbach 
colinalynne@gmail.com 

16 Jamaica  Run 
Savannah, GA  31410 

912-656-7137 

M Cheryl Pannel 
cheryltpannal@yahoo.com 

165 Palmetto Road, Guyton, GA  
31312 

912-667-5315 
  

Cluster 2 – Good N.E.W.S. 

C Annette Flanigan 
flanielip@comcast.net 

325 Lawrence Place, Atlanta, Ga 
30349 

770-964-9741 

C Sylvia McCullough 
adsk1@att.net 

175 Biltmore Drive, Fayetteville, GA 
30321 

770-460-1001 

R  OPEN 
  

    

M Phyllis Hutchings 
pmarhut@yahoo.com 

10082 Tara Glynn Drive, Hampton, 
GA 30228 

770-882-8023 

M Cherie Tidwell 
sheridantid@att.net 

8 Rover Road, Williamson, GA  
30292 

770-227-7531 

Cluster 3 – Trinity 

C Marilyn Grant 
marilynpgrant724@gmail.com 

727 Juniper Street, NE, Apt. 809, 
Atlanta, GA  30058 

678-429-0392 

R  OPEN 
  

    

M Christine Davis 
davis1226@comcast.net 

1226 Shore Drive, Atlanta, GA  
30311 

404-696-3736 

Cluster 4 – Magi 

C Shirley Connelly 
slconnelly@bellsouth.net 

4746 River Road Trail, Snellville, 
GA  30039 

770-891-5513 

R Terri Lange 
trlange@bellsouth.net 

20 Logans Run, Covington, GA  
30016 

770-845-0958-cell 

M Bernice Bland 
bernice.bland@gmail.com 

4262 Village Square Lane, Stone 
Mountain, GA  30038 

404-294-8247 
404-423-6563-cell 

M Diane England 
dmeblue@gmail.com 

3478 Kensington Parc Circle, Avon-
dale Estates, GA  30002 

  
470-426-5415-cell 

Cluster 5 – Mission 

  Contact – Barbara Ayers 
bmaptcruiser@comcast.net 

1910 Bernice Drive, Cumming, GA  
30041 

770-887-7031 

Cluster 6 – Agape 

C Elaine Fisher 
melainefisher@aol.com 

236 Royal Oaks Drive, Maryville, TN  
37801 

865-984-8731 

R Debbie Hampstead  
dhampst@utk.edu 

7725 Whitcomb Road, Powell, TN  
37849 

865-963-2840 

M Mary Smith 
msmith4488@epbfi.com 

808 High View Drive, Chattanooga, 
TN  37415-2918 

423-718-1362 

mailto:martyhendrix1972@gmail.com
mailto:colinalynne@gmail.com
mailto:cheryltpannal@yahoo.com
mailto:flanielip@comcast.net
mailto:adsk1@att.net
mailto:pmarhut@yahoo.com
mailto:sheridantid@att.net
mailto:marilynpgrant724@gmail.com
mailto:davis1226@comcast.net
mailto:slconnelly@bellsouth.net
mailto:trlange@bellsouth.net
mailto:bernice.bland@gmail.com
mailto:dmeblue@gmail.com
mailto:bmaptcruiser@comcast.net
mailto:melainefisher@aol.com
mailto:dhampst@utk.edu
mailto:msmith4488@epbfi.com
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Cluster 7 – Diaspora 

C Kathy Sieja 
dksieja@comcast.net 

411 Homewood, Huntsville, AL  
35801 

256-882-1966 

R Paula McMillan 
Pfmp139@gmail.com 

5514 Kennesaw 
Pinson, AL  35126 

205-613-4587 

M Pat Barber 
patriciavbarber@yahoo.com 

1307 Rhett, Huntsville, AL  35801 256-536-9357 

Cluster 8 – The King 

C Meredith Frantz 
meredith.frantz@gmail.com 

201 Churchill Place, Franklin, TN  
37067 

615-974-0457 

R Maureen Garrett 
mmemechante@gmail.com 

60 Sarvis Ridge Road 
Normandy, TN  37360 

931-580-0615-cell 

M Jen Yamin 
jenbyamin@comcast.net 

44 Carrington Road, Henderson-
ville, TN  37075 

615-512-7806 

Cluster 9 – Gulf Coast 

C Renetta Ludgood 
Mail only – does not use email 

P.O. Box 50573, Mobile, AL  36605 251-363-3361 

R Kathy Zimmerman 
kathy.zee@hotmail.com 

P.O. Box 3726, Gulf Shores, AL  
36547 

814-623-6563 

M OPEN     

SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

2018 ANNUAL CLUSTER MEETINGS REPORT 

CLUSTER CHURCH ATTENDEES 
 SYNOD 

OFFERING 

 TOTAL 
FUNDS TO 

SYNOD 
 OTHER OF-

FERING 
UNITS 

PRESENT 

1-Ebenezer 

St. Paul and Ascen-
sion Lutheran Church-
es, Savannah, GA 91  $    191.00  $     443.00  $             - 9 

2 Good 
N.E.W.S. 

St. John Lutheran 
Church, Griffin, GA 27  $      78.00  $     197.00  $      11.00 4 

3-Trinity 

Rock of Ages Luther-
an Church, Decatur, 
GA 12  $      70.00   $    118.32  $             - 4 

4-Magi 
Epiphany Lutheran 
Church,  Conyers, GA 30  $             -   $    344.00  $    172.00 5 

5-Mission No Cluster Meeting           

6-Agape 

Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Gatlinburg, 
TN 44  $    180.00   $    360.00  $             - 7 

7-Diaspora 
Christ Lutheran 
Church, Cullman, AL 31  $             -  $     124.00  $    188.00 4 

8-King 
Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Nashville, TN 21  $    165.00   $    391.00  $      25.00 4 

9-Gulf 
Coast 

St. Pual Lutheran 
Church, Mobile, AL 55  $    382.00  $  1,032.49  $    360.00 9 

TOTALS   311 
     
$1,066.00   $3,009.81  $ 756.00 46 

mailto:dksieja@comcast.net
mailto:Pfmp139@gmail.com
mailto:patriciavbarber@yahoo.com
mailto:meredith.frantz@gmail.com
mailto:mmemechante@gmail.com
mailto:jenbyamin@comcast.net
mailto:kathy.zee@hotmail.com
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2018 LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF INGATHERING SITES 
Ingathering dates:  Friday, August 24 and Saturday, August 25 

2018 LWR Coordinator:  Janice Hawkins   Email jchawkin@bellsouth.net:  Ph 770-712-6090 
2018 SES Women of the ELCA Board Liaison:  Janice Hawkins 

 
ALABAMA—Coast 
Friday and Saturday:  9 am – 12 noon  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church    Church Phone:  251-621-2968 (call coordinator)) 
8271 Whispering Pines, Daphne 36526 
Coordinator:  Tommie  Morgan       Phone: 251-591-1019 or 251-342-9337 
            Eileen Becker              Phone : (cell) 251-454-5912 or (home) 251-666-1896 
 
ALABAMA --Central—Call coordinator to drop off at church Aug 20-24 for truck loading on Friday 
(24th) 
 Shades Valley Lutheran Church    Church Phone: 205-871-3512 (call coordinator) 
720 Shades Creek Parkway, Birmingham 35209 
Coordinator:  Kathryn Waters         Phone: 205-967-8101 or 205-243-8038 
 
ALABAMA—Northeast 
Saturday:  9 am – 12 noon        NO FRIDAY DROP-OFF 
Messiah Lutheran Church    Church Phone: 256-721-0041 (call coordinator) 
7740 Hwy 72 West,  Madison  35758 
Coordinator:  Rhonda Gaede   Phone:  256-679-2931 
 
GEORGIA—Atlanta Area 
Friday  9 am – 1 pm    Saturday  9am-noon 
Trinity Lutheran Church     Church Phone: 770-972-4418 (call coordinator) 
1826 Killian Hill Road, Lilburn  30047 
Coordinator:    Janice Hawkins    Phone : 770-712-6090     
 
GEORGIA—Coast 
Friday:  1 pm-6 pm  Saturday:  10 am – 1 pm 
St. Johns Lutheran Church    Church Phone: 912-826-5411 (call coordinator) 
Highway 21 & 7th Street, Rincon 31326 
Coordinator:   Sandra Gibson  Phone: (cell) 912-658-0868 or (home) 912-826-5005  
                          Marty Hendrix                    Phone:  (cell) 912-661-4122 or (home) 912-754-4860 
 
TENNESSEE-Nashville Area 
Friday:  9 am–1 pm  Saturday:  Drop-off by appointment-call Joni at 615-584-9309 
Saint Andrew Lutheran Church                 Church Phone: 615-794-1624 or 615-714-2928-call Jolene Richard-
son 
908 Murfreesboro Rd,  Franklin  37064                                                            to arrange time & place for truck 
Coordinator:  Joni  Donegan  Phone:  615-584-9309 
 
TENNESSEE—East/Central 
Friday:  4-8 pm  Saturday:   8:30 am – 11  
Reformation Lutheran Church    Church Phone:   423-638-4627 (call coordinator) 
400 West Main St. , Greeneville 37743 
Coordinator:     Mary Jane Gray                Phone: (cell) 423-525-2177 or (work) 423-798-1706 
 

THERE WILL NOT BE A LWR TRUCK AT THE CONVENTION  
IN EUFAULA, AL 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 2018 CHURCH REPORTING FORM 
(Give this completed form to the receiving person at the LWR truck collection site.) 

 
Church name:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cluster Name/Number_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_______Check here if  this donation is from a non-ELCA congregation.  A special thanks to you! 
 
ITEM    # OF BOXES  # OF KITS/QUILTS  WEIGHT 
 
Quilts    ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
Fleece Tied Blankets  ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 

Soap (bath size/wrapped) ___________  no need to count bars  ___________ 
 
Personal Care Kits  ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
School Kits   ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
Baby Care Kits  ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
Fabric Kits   ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
TOTALS   ___________  ________________  ___________ 
 
 
REMEMBER: NO Plastic or paper bags inside box.  EACH BOX’S MAXIMUM WEIGHT IS 40 LBS! 
You do not need to count bars of soap-Just document the weight. 
Only one type of Kit or item in each box. 
 
LABEL each box in LARGE BLOCK LETTERS using a heavy black marker or a label with following infor-
mation: 
--Church name, city, state     --Cluster number & name   
--Weight in lbs (after sealing)    --Name of type of kit/quilts/soap in each box  

You can now log on to the LWR Quilt & Kit Tracker at www.lwr.org/
tracker and print out a special barcode to put on your shipment of 
Quilts & Kits. That way, you and your congregation can track your 
gifts as they reach those in need all around the world. 

NOTE: Donations to the Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund are essential to project success!  Make checks payable to 
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA with a memo notation “LWR Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund” and mail them 
to our Synodical Treasurer-Deborah Covin Wilson 3640 Masters Road, Ellenwood, GA 30294. 
 
Your gifts of time and resources toward making LWR Quilts & Kits are beautiful expressions of God’s 
love and grace to those in greatest need.  Thank you for your partnership in putting them together.  
 
 
Collection Site Coordinators – please have copies of this reporting form available on collection day! 

http://lwr.org/tracker
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Worship and Bible Study Leader:  
Pastor Nancy Christensen  

Massage Therapist:  Jill Knueppel  
Yoga Saturday and Sunday morning taught 

by: Jill Knueppel 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty 
is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.  (Isaiah 40:1-2)  

The reign of God is like a family reunion where 
we gather around a plate of cookies and a pot of 
tea, and everyone is welcomed home! We en-
courage and comfort, support and uplift one an-
other, embracing the renewal of God in our 
midst.  Together we know the rich blessing of 
poured-out love!  

This year's God Spa weekend at Lutheranch will 
offer wonderful opportunities for prayer and 
meditation, bible study, worship, spa activities, 
jewelry making, fellowship and relaxation.  Mas-
sages will be available for an extra charge.  

We'll also have a tea luncheon, and a tea cere-
mony, so participants may bring their favorite 
tea cup!  

Come, and join us around the table of welcome!    

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like ea-
gles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)   

For more information or to  

register please visit 

www.lutheranch.org  or email  

registration@novusway.org or  

call (828) 209-6302  

Answer the Call BE A WOMAN OF ACTION 

Order Your 2018 Convention T-Shirt Today 

$20 each (t-shirt is white with full color logo) 

 

Name____________________________ 

Email ___________________________ 

Phone___________________________ 

Sizes           S          M          L           XL        XXL 

Quantity [      ]    [       ]   [       ]     [       ]    [        ] 

 

 

You can pick up your t-shirts at the 31st Annu-

al WELCA Convention Sept 14-16, 2018 at 

Lakepoint State Park in Eufaula, Alabama. 

Make checks payable to: SES WELCA  

Mail Checks to: Deborah Covin Wilson  

                              3640 Masters Road  

                              Ellenwood, GA 30294 

http://www.lutheranch.org
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2017-2018 Executive Board 
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 

Louise Iconis, President, Website and 
Facebook Admin, Cluster 9 Board Rep 

1540 Diplomat Drive 

Cumming, GA 30041 

louise@iconis.com 
C 404-769-8253  H 770-934-5072 

Tara Spray, Vice President, Mission: 
Growth,   Cluster 1 Board Rep 

1823 Wilkinson Circle 
Augusta, GA 30904 

tspray369@gmail.com 
706-829-2729 

Margery Kellar, Secretary, ARG, BOR, 
Mission:  Community, Cluster 7 Bd Rep. 

1686 Bristol Drive NE 
Atlanta, GA  30329 

margery.kellar@gmail.com 
404-803-9404 

Deborah Covin Wilson, Treasurer, 
Mission: Action, Cluster 2 Board Rep 

3640 Masters Road 
Ellenwood, GA 30294 

wilsonassociates@mindspring.com 
404-667-4277 

Peggy Bowker, Mission:  Growth, Cluster 
Liaison,  Cluster 8 Board Rep 

3130 Langley Dr. 
Franklin, TN 37064 

bowksaz@msn.com 
615-465-6057 

Beth Drane, Mission:  Action, Cluster 6 
Board Rep. 

4312 Lorena Lane 
Maryville, TN 37804 

Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com 
865-681-5987 

Linda Few, Mission:  Growth, Cluster 3 
Board Rep.,  AV Administrator 

1109 Oriole Dr SW 
Atlanta, GA 30311 

fewbaby@bellsouth.net 
C 404-556-5858 H 404-755-5658 

Janice Hawkins, Mission:  Action, Lu-
theran World Relief, Cluster 4 Bd Rep. 

4315 Bending River Trail 
Lilburn, GA  30047 

jchawkin@bellsouth.net 
770-712-6090 

Beverly Pilgrim, Mission: Community,  
Cluster 5 Board Rep. 

2651 River Summit Lane 
Decatur, GA 30034 

pilgrim.B5@gmail.com 
404-729-1622 

Jayne Young, Mission:  Community, 
Cluster 6 Board Rep. 

704 Ely Rd 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 

scojay7983@yahoo.com 
C 937-416-3439 H 865-325-1571 

Non-Board 

Barbara Schwanebeck 
Convention Registrar 

277 Mossy Way, NW 
Kennesaw, GA  30152 

barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com 
770-427-7808 

Kathy Hill 
Newsletter Editor 

210 Ridge Run 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

kathyshill1@gmail.com 
404-310-7112 

Carolyn Davis 

SE Synod Liaison to Women of the ELCA 

1410 Ponce De Leon Ave NE 

Atlanta, GA 30307 

cdavis@elca-ses.org  

404-589-1977 

Women of the ELCA Churchwide 
  

8765 West Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL  60631-4189 

www.womenoftheelca.org 
800-638-3522, Ext. 2730 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 
2018 Convention   September 13&16, 2018  Thurs 7-9pm, Sun 12-1pm  

Lakepoint State Park, Eufaula, AL 

November 2-4, 2018  Lutheranch, Tallapoosa, GA 

February 1-2, 2019  Living Grace, Tucker, GA 

May 3-5, 2019  Our Savior, Gatlinburg, TN 

 

mailto:louise@iconis.com
mailto:tspray369@gmail.com
mailto:margery.kellar@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonassociates@mindspring.com
mailto:bowksaz@msn.com
mailto:Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
mailto:fewbaby@bellsouth.net
mailto:jchawkin@bellsouth.net
mailto:PilgrimB5@gmail.com
mailto:scojay7983@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
mailto:kathyshill1@gmail.com
mailto:cdavis@elca-ses.org
tel:(404)%20589-1977
http://www.womenoftheelca.org
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