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 OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.   †  OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve. 

COUNCIL CORNER 
THE NEXT STEPS  by Tim Stone 

The Walk By Faith themed appeal to 

create a more welcoming house of worship is now in its 

first months of a three-year process. In the next steps, 

we will be focusing on building up our ministry teams 

necessary to execute the planned projects, and continu-

ing the capital appeal process to include new members 

as well as those who were unable to pledge during the 

initial campaign. 
 

Walk By Faith is an integral segment of Faith Lutheran 

Church’s mission to love God, love others, serve. Walk 

By Faith has and will continue, to strengthen our oppor-

tunities to serve. As new families arrive, the strength of 

our existing ministries and programs will be enhanced, 

and opportunities for new ministries and programs will 

emerge. 
 

The planned building improvements will increase the 

beauty and functionality of our facility. Exterior land-

scaping and parking lot upgrades will increase our 

“curb appeal”. New carpeting and stained glass will pro-

vide a fresh new look to our sanctuary. The kitchen area 

will be updated to better serve our fellowship style. The 

sound system will be replaced with more suitable and 

reliable equipment. The clarity of our choir and pastor’s 

speaker system will be much better. The Praise Team 

music will be softer and more appealing to those with 

sensitive hearing. The worn-out HVAC system will be 

replaced with a more reliable, comfortable and energy 

efficient system. 
 

Walk By Faith is just beginning. In these next steps, 

we will be rolling up our sleeves to execute the projects 

we have planned! Ministry teams have been formed  

for each of the projects. The teams are busy working 

out the details for each project and soliciting proposals 

to execute the work. 
 

The best way you can participate in the next steps of 

Walk By Faith after pledging, is to join one of our minis-

try teams! If you have experience in facility upgrades, 

engineering, planning, etc., our property team needs 

you. If you have experience with live sound equipment, 

our sound system team needs you. If you have ideas for 

modernizing our kitchen, our kitchen team needs you. 

Even if you don’t have specific experience in the project 

areas, the teams still need your help. Volunteers are 

also needed to help facilitate ministry team meetings, 

prepare meeting notes and progress reports to Council 

and the congregation, etc. 
 

We have been blessed with a fantastic start to Walk By 

Faith. Using our God given time and talents, we shall 

work together to bring our visions to reality. Volunteer-

ing to work on one of the Walk By Faith projects is a 

thriving example of how we at Faith Lutheran Church, 

carry out our mission to love God, love others, and serve. 
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CHICAGO (June 3, 2019) – 

The Rev. Kevin L. 

Strickland, Chicago, 

was elected on June 2 

to serve a six-year 

term as bishop of the 

Southeastern Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). The election took 

place during the synod assembly, held 

May 30 – June 2 at the Chattanooga 

(Tennessee) Convention Center. 
 

Strickland was elected on the fifth 

ballot, with 199 votes. The Rev. 

Tiffany Chaney, pastor of Gathered 

by Grace Lutheran Church in Mont-

gomery, Alabama, received 158. 
 

The bishop-elect has served as assis-

tant to the bishop and executive for 

worship with the ELCA churchwide 

organization in Chicago since 2014. 

He served as pastor of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Nashville, Ten-

nessee, from 2011 to 2014, and of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church in Maryville, 

Tennessee, from 2008 to 2011. 
 

He received a Bachelor of Arts from 

Newberry (S.C.) College in 2004 and 

a Master of Divinity from Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary in 

2008. Newberry is one of 27 ELCA 

colleges and universities, and Lu-

theran Theological Southern Semi-

nary of Lenoir-Rhyne University, 

Hickory, North Carolina, is one of 

seven ELCA seminaries. 
 

Strickland will be installed October 5 

at St. Philip’s Episcopal Cathedral in 

Atlanta. The Rev. H. Julian Gordy 

has served as bishop since 2007 and 

will retire August 31. Information 

about the ELCA Southeastern Synod 

is available at elca-ses.org. 

THE REV. KEVIN STRICKLAND ELECTED BISHOP OF THE ELCA SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD 



I’m handing over my column this month to Andrew Parrott. He presented a 

thought-provoking meditation at the May council meeting regarding congrega-

tional change. The council and I seek to move Faith Lutheran Church from a 

membership mentality to a discipleship emphasis. A membership church is 

one that exists to serve the needs of its members without true investment or 

engagement. In a discipleship church, the focus is external. A discipleship 

church exists to serve, not be served. Discipleship congregations are a com-

munity of Christians living in mission. 

 

      Pastor Bob Stelter 
 
Andrew writes: 
Often people resist the only constant in life: CHANGE. The shock of change 

is apparent in most environments and offers a unique opportunity to adjust 

the sails and work toward a common goal. There is a reality for a congregation 

regarding change and how it is worth the disruption. We (and I) have already 

experienced the discomfort of this change in our effort to become a discipleship 

church instead of just a membership church. Our congregation and pastor 

have been dislocated into new roles and unfamiliar territories. We need to 

remember discipleship is a matter of calling, giftedness, and training — not 

title or position. 
 
One of the main goals of moving to a discipleship emphasis is that the congre-

gation emphasizes real faith on a human level. Any church that takes seriously 

the Spirit-given gifts of its people and both encourages and enables their use 

as a matter of faithful discipleship will thrive. 
 
We also must step back from controlling things. Stepping back does not mean 

relinquishing appropriate control. It does mean that we need to know when 

appropriate control is needed and when we need to have faith that who we 

have granted permission to fulfil a duty will accomplish that goal. 
 
As a congregation we need to make sure that we are cognizant of what mem-

bers are doing, learn from mistakes and rejoice that this more interactive disci-

pleship model allows us to have a shared goal and creates a community within 

our walls. 

 
Finally, stay the course, it is easy to get thrown off and revert back to the 

good ol’ days of how things were done. Fear of the unknown and changing the 

course of a loving atmosphere is likely to be met with skepticism and bitter 

taste. However, no road worth traveling is paved. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE   TO SERVE OR BE SERVED? 

HEAR SUNDAY SERMONS ON THE WEB 
Go to our church website at faithloves.org 

to hear Sunday morning sermons. 

Connect with us on Facebook! 
Make our website your homepage. 

facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

 

CLASSES BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER! 
 

Classes resume Sunday morning, September 15, for 

8-9th graders in the library between the worship services from 10:15 to 11am. 

Pastor Stelter and other experienced teachers guide 

our youth through the basics of our faith in a lively, fun and important way. 

This is a two-year course. 

Class of 2019-2021 

NEW MEMBERS 
RECEIVED, JULY 14! 

If you'd like to be a member of 

Faith Lutheran Church, please 

let the church office know. We 

will receive new members dur-

ing worship services on July 14. 

Welcome to the Family of Faith! 

 

SPIRITUALITY 
BOOK GROUP 
Meet us in the 

library for rousing 

discussion when we 

resume our book reviews on 

Tuesday, September 10. 

We’ll begin with New York 

Times Best Seller, A Man Called 

Ove by Fredick Backman. Read 

this summer and join us! 

2019 VBS VOLUNTEERS 
Our Vacation Bible School was 

a huge success thanks to all our 

volunteers, chaired by Melissa 

Horning, Co-Director & Recrea-

tion. Decorations/set up workers 

included Beckham Spiller and 

Mindy Spiller. Crafts was led by 

Lynda Primka and volunteers: 

Mary Beth Blake, Carson Davis, 

Lauren Davis, Gloria Fife, Geor-

gia Gerrick, Melanie Moore, 

Alex Primka, Scarlett Parrott, 

Debbie Pinchok, Annette Pal 

and Pastor Bob Stelter. Laura 

Moxim, Will Moxim and Reneé 

Stone helped with Puppets & 

Crafts. Marly Smith led music 

and Squad leaders were Vicki 

Adams, Rory Smith, Aubrey 

Witt and Barbara Witt while 

Tim Stone handled video. Par-

ticipants and volunteers alike 

enjoyed a wonderful week of 

fun and learning. 



DOUBT NIGHT RESUMES IN THE FALL 
Tuesday, October 22, 6:30pm 

Meet at the China Pearl Restaurant this fall 

for food and spirited conversation. Here’s 

your chance to ask Pastor Bob about your 

deepest, most troubling religious questions. 

FROM THE HEART  NON-CONFORMIST 
by Nancy Reed 

In Rome during an era when immorality and luxury were 

stylish, followers of Yeshua (the Christ) refuse to be part of 

the disintegrating society. They dared to be "nonconformists." 

Paul, a Roman citizen and Christ follower wrote in Romans 

12-2: "Do not imitate the way of the world but be trans-

formed by the renewing of your minds, that you may discern 

what is the acceptable and perfect will of the Father." 
 

This world is still trying to put its stamp of conformity on us. 

Every pressure is being brought to bear upon Christ follow-

ers and others, to make them embrace this worlds system. 
 

The anti-Christ’s most effective tools are conformity and 

compromise. Paul’s words "do not be conformed to this 

world" have great significance for us right now. They carry 

the tone of a battle call. Paul’s warning can and will separate 

the weak from the strong and are words of inspiration which 

we need to hear today." For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 

Lord." (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 

Above the clamor of this world we read: ( Philippians 2:15) 

"That you may be sincere and blameless like children of God 

in the midst  of a crooked and perverse generation among 

whom you shine as lights in this world." 
 

There are millions of people who do not give themselves to 

The Christ (Yeshua) because they have conformed to this 

world. They are afraid of being called pious or religious. 

They do not realize it is they who have conformed to a dis-

integrating society. (Authentic Christian's are nonconform-

ist) The Apostle Paul urges us to stand strong and with 

the power of the Holy Spirit guiding us we CAN and WILL 

endure for His glory. The Christian message and way of life 

for some, remain a stumbling block and is often called fool-

ishness (Conformity and compromise still remain the anti-

christ's most effective tools). Christ followers must buck 

the tide of public opinion and live the lifestyle of freedom 

Christ offers us; not the slavery conformity. We must stand 

strong for Christ. (Our beliefs will always determine our 

behavior.) "Discipleship is not an offer man makes to 

Christ." Dietrich Bonhoff 
 

Authentic Christians are called to be a powerful inspiration, 

to this world. (1 John 3"13) "Do not be surprised if the world 

hates you" (uncomfortable words.) We must not conform 

mentally or physically, socially or spiritually to the world’s 

value system. That being said all of our contacts should NOT 

always be pleasant ones but OPPORTUNITIES to share our 

faith. Authentic Christians will speak, act and stand for 

truth, always speaking from their heart. Yeshua's truths 

must lead in all our lives while we are working in partner-

ship with Him for this world which He created and has en-

trusted to us. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote" In ordinary life we 

hardly realize that we receive a great deal more than we give, 

and that it is only with gratitude that life becomes rich". 
 

When Rome was at its height a sect called" The Way"  

burned with the power of the Holy Spirit and turned this 

world upside down with OUR SAVIORS TRUTH . . . and, 

today, so can we. Robert Anthony put it simply: "The oppo-

site of bravery is not cowardice but conformity"    Shalom 

MEETINGS 

WEEKLY GROUPS 

OUTREACH 

 
 

COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 16, 6:30pm 

Executive Team, 6pm 
 

PROPERTY MINISTRY TEAM July 15, 6:30pm 
 

COMMUNITY MINISTRIES TEAMS 
Monday, August 12, 6:30pm 

Fellowship, Homeless Ministry-Salvation Army, 

KARM, Human Trafficking, RAISE Jamaica,  

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry  
 

WELCA ANNA ESTHER CIRCLE 
Wednesday, July 17, 10am 

 

HANDY FAITHFULS WORKDAY 
Thursday, July 18, 9am. 

Come help with small chores around our church. 

Call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 
 

SMALL GROUPS 
 Afternoon Bible Study Tuesdays, 1:30pm 

 Ladies Small Group Thursdays, 11:30am 

 Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for location. 
 

WEDNESDAY REHEARSALS 
Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

 
 

FAITH SERVES KARM 
Saturday, July 6, noon. 

George & Mary Herbold, coordinators. 
 

HOMELESS MINISTRY: SALVATION ARMY 
Tuesday, July 23, 5:30pm 

We need crew socks & l, xl men’s boxer briefs. 

Donation bins are located at both entrances. 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
CCAHT (Community Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking) Contact Sue Niemeyer, 

614-403-7705 or suziethree@hotmail.com. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 ADULTS: 10:15am in The Cup, led by John Woods. 

 YOUTH: One-Room Sunday School for July, led by 

Melissa Horning and Deb Miller. 



JULY FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

RACHEL’S DAY 
DIAPER 
DRIVE 
 

Thank 

you for your 

support of our WELCA 

Rachel’s Day diaper 

drive during May. You 

donated 1,640 diapers 

for our Shepherd of Hope 

Food pantry babies. Your 

generosity is appreciated 

by these families. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

7/7 — available — 
 

7/14 The Neimeyers 
 

7/21 — available — 
 

7/28 John Woods 

SHEPHERD OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY 
by Jan Darnell, shephopepantry@gmail.com 

OPEN: July 1, 3-5pm & July 15, 3-7pm 

ITEMS: Bagged Dry Beans, Canned Fruit, 

 Cereal, Pasta Sauce, Large Soup 

BIRTHDAYS 
  7/1  Ethan Gray  
  Dale Rothenberg 
  Mary Herbold 
  7/3  Lynn Garrison 
  Bonnie Legako 
  Tom Mann 
  Heather McDonald 
  Darren Rothenberg 
  Barbara Strand 
  Ally Cosby  
  7/5  Elaine Mount 
  7/6  Calvin Giles 
  7/8  Zach Enderson 
7/11  Kristi Thomas 
7/12  Doug Gerrick 
  Bill Steele 
7/14 Carmen Larsen 
7/15 Annette Pal 
  Judy Zager 
  Daniel Moore 

 
7/16 Jay Ahlgren 
  Matt Cogburn 
  Dylan Willis 
  Cortlyn Titsworth 
  Emily Norris 
7/17 Terry Runger 
7/19 Donna Connors 
7/20 Barbara Bird 
7/21 Brandon Ward 
7/23 Rodney Bauman 
  Talia Pohl 
  Ryan McCown 
7/24 Alex Primka 
7/28 Matt Echols 
7/29 Mary Beth Blake 
7/30 Greg Zager 
  Wes Jeter 
7/31 Karen Koran 
  Steve Dean 
 

BAPTISMS 
  7/1  Jim Lang  
  7/5  Jonas Greenman  
  7/5  Kim Holbert  
7/12  Eleanor Rakowski 
7/12  Bill Steele  
7/14  Ursula Dunlop  
7/15  Reagan Green 
7/19  Joe Poole 
7/20  Eliana Rosa  
7/21  Dan Primka  
7/26  Shirley Campbell  
7/27  Aynsleigh Martin 
7/28  Cheryl Kripas 
7/30  Jeff Larsen 
   Kristine Lehman 
7/31  Sam Howard 

In June, we served 93 families including 21 families that 

we welcomed here for the first time. Our Vacation Bible 

School children collected food and made cards for our pan-

try families telling them God loves them. The smiles 

these cards bring always warm my heart. 
 

Summer months are some of our busier months as school 

is out and families rely on our pantry to provide a helping 

hand with food to feed their children while they are at 

home. We are here to serve. 
 

Speaking of school . . . Beginning Monday, July 15, 

we will share your donated school supplies with the 

children. We only have a short time between now and 

then. Take a look at the display in the narthex or refer 

to the list below for those basic items the children need 

to get a fresh start. Just drop your donations off by 

the display. 
 

Wide-line notebook paper Pens 

Scissors blunt or pointed Pencils 

Crayons—24 count Washable markers 

Color pencils  Glue sticks 
 

Volunteer training resumes in the fall. However, if 

you want to get involved now, email me and we can get 

together. Thank you for your continued support of 

our pantry! 
 

Love God.   Love Others.  Serve. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  7/5  Jim & Carol Nicolosi, 5 
            Sherrie & Brandon Ward, 1 
  7/8  Bob & Debbie Moore, 47 
  7/9  Gary & Elaine Mount, 48 
            Roy & Michelle Fenstermaker, 36 
7/11  Morgan & Kristi Thomas, 21 
7/14  Andrea & Jakob Myers, 12 
7/15  Peter Schlake & Jan Bishop, 13 
7/18  John & Debby Palatinus, 49 
            Donald & Lisa Smith, 27 
7/19  Craig & Terry Runger, 50 
7/20  Steve & Trish Holley, 17 
7/25  Dale & Myra Rothenberg, 49 
7/31  Brett & Jessica Huebner, 15 

 

Have a July date not featured?  Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626  
to have your special day added to our church records. 

MEAL BUDDIES 
Debbie Pinchok 

has set up a 

schedule on 

the website 

Takethemameal.com 

for members to prepare 

and deliver a meal to 

Barbara & Gene Bird 

once a week during Bar-

bara’s recovery. You can 

be a Meal Buddy. Just 

go to the website and 

enter their last name 

and the code 6199. Your 

care and fellowship are 

much appreciated. 

. . ABBY ESPY and 

TRAVIS DEAN will be 

married by PASTOR 

BOB at Faith Lutheran 

Church on July 13 . . . 

RICK PARSONS has 

completed Race Across 

America and expresses 

thanks for your prayers 

for safety and success . . . 

NEWS FROM 
THE FAMILY 
OF FAITH 
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STAFF 
MEMBERS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor 

pastorbob@faithloves.org 
 

Mich Walters 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 

Allison (Ally) Cosby 
Director of Contemporary 

Worship Band 
 

Mary Boring 
Office Manager 

mary@faithloves.org 
 

Phylis Garrison 
Publications 

 

Ashley Baker 
Nursery Care Giver 

 

Barbara Birkholz 
Finance Secretary 

 

Mildred Fenske 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 

nell@knology.net 
 

Stephen Zell 
Audio/Visual Tech 

 

2019 COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

 

Doug Goins 
President 

 

Deb Miller 
Vice President 

 

Laura Beardsley 
Secretary 

 

Tim Stone 
Treasurer 

 

George Herbold 
 

Mike Niemeyer 
 

Andrew Parrott 
 

Randy Stewart CHECK THE SAFETY 
OF YOUR 
SMOKE DETECTORS 
 

Our Disaster Ministry team wants to help you 
be prepared. Call the church office, 966-9626 
to have one of our team members review the 
fire safety of your home. Leave your contact in-
formation and we’ll call you to schedule a visit. 

He has made 
everything 
BEAUTIFUL 

in its time . . . 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11  

ANTIQUE CROCHET OF THE LAST SUPPER 
 

Thanks to a gift from the Saylor family, an 

amazing crocheted depiction of Leonardo 

da Vinci’s Last Supper is on display in 

The Cup. The piece was created freehand, 

with no pattern, around 1925 by Hedwig 

Feldrapp, She was born in Germany in 1882 and migrated to 

Staten Island, where she died in 1950. “All she had was a 

picture of the Last Supper and from that picture, she crocheted 

this piece,” said Brianna Saylor. 
 

“She is Brianna and William’s great-great grandmother,” added 

Brian Saylor. Thank you Tricia, Brianna, William and Brian 

for such a lovely gift. 

July 4 


